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Subject:    "GOOD  NEIGHBORING  ON  THE  FARM. "     Information  from  farm  security  officials 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Back  in  pioneer  days,  folks  used  to  hold  barn  raisings,  husking  bees,  and 
quilting  parties  to  get  their  work  done.    They  teamed  up  to  help  each  other  because 
they  got  along  better  that  way.     They  licked  some  of  their  toughest  problems  to- 
gether.   Nowadays  a  lot  of  farm  families  get  together  and  help  each  other  too.  They 
call  it  "good  neighboring".    Today  the  IT.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  what 
some  of  its  Farm  Security  borrower  families  are  doing  to  be  good  neighbors. 

In  Happy  Bend  community  near  Russellville,  Arkansas,  some  farm  folks  not  only 
preach  but  practice  the  gospel  of  good  neighborliness.     If  a  windstorm  blows  Farmer 

Jones'  house  off  the  foundations,  the  other  farmers  go  over  and  help  him  fix  it  

If  farmer  Brown  needs  a  new  barn,  his  neighbors  help  him  build  it   If  Farmer 

Smith  needs  help  at  harvest  time,  the  others  pitch  in  and  give  him  a  hand.    Not  long 
ago  these  Happy  Bend  people  set  aside  a  couple  of  days  to  repair  farm  equipment, 
"hey  all  met  at  one  man's  house  and  shared  each  other's  tools  and  "ideas"  until  they 
had  everything  in  fine  shape. 

In  a  county  in  central  Ohio,  farm  families  have  actually  organized  to  help 
each  other.    They  have  formed  what  they  call  a  "County  and  Community  Council."  To 
show  how  practical  they  are,  when  a  Council  member  was  hauling  wood  recently  and 
broke  his  leg,  the  Council  met  and  declared  "a  helping  bee".    On  an  appointed  day 
^ey  all  gathered  at  the  man's  place  and  sawed  wood,  shelled  corn,  and  did  a  dozen 
other  jobs  for  him. 

The  women  not  to  be  outdone  went  along  too.     While  the  men  v/orked  outside, 
the  women  worked  inside  and  at  noon,  they  served  a  potluck  lunch  to  some  hungry 


-  2  - 


people.    In  the  afternoon  they  sewed  and  quilted  and  talked,  of  course  -  regular 
"Tat  and  Chatter  Club",  somebody  called  it. 

Speaking  of  food  for  hungry  people,  a  farmer's  wife  in  a  New  England  state 
serves  such  delicious  chicken  dinners  that  her  neighbors  have  helped  her  put  up 
nearly  every  building  on  the  place.    Not  bad,  is  it?    The  neighbors  ask  no  other 
reward  than  a  big  heaped  up  plate  of  fried  chicken  for  their  day's  work.  Mmm-mm-mmJ 
Maybe    if  I  had  this  woman' s  address  she'd  be  getting  some  new  carpenters  from  among 
our  radio  listeners. 

'Way  across  the  continent  from  New  England  -  in  Custer  county,  Montana,  -  a 
group  of  women  have  formed  an  interesting  club.     'Don't  believe  they  have  a  name 
for  it,  but  they  meet  once  a  month  and  exchange  ideas  and  how-to-do-it  suggestions. 
At  each  meeting,  the  members  take  along  some  piece  of  work  and  explain  how  it's  done. 
Once  a  member  demonstrated  how  to  "tie-dye"  flour  sacks  for  colorful  luncheon 

cloths   another  displayed  a  rag  woven  from  old  overalls  and  told  how  she 

made  it   still  another  took  along  mats  and  hot  pan  holders  crocheted  from 

old  stockings. 

Each  month  the  women  bring  up  some  home  or  household  problem  and  pool  their 
wits  to  solve  it.  One  time  it  may  have  to  do  with  chickens,  another  time  with  can- 
ning, and  again  with  health.  One  of  the  most  interesting  things  the  women  do  is 
exchange  recipes  with  each  other  -  particularly  when  some  club  member  brings  along 
a  new  dish  to  "demonstrate".  They  also  trade  flower  slips  and  garden  plants.  And 
to  make  it  a  really  complete  service,  they  have  their  own  magazine  lending  library 
keep  each  other  well  supplied  with  good  reading  material. 

In  Newton  County,  Arkansas,  some  women  get  together  from  time  to  time  in 
summer  and  fall  to  can.     Several  have  built  small  outdoor  "furnaces"  so  they  can 
*°rk  outdoors  in  the  fresh  air  and  have  more  room.    To  make  a  furnace,  they  plaster 
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a  few  rocks  or  bricks  together  with  clay  for  the  sides  and  lay  several  scrap  iron 
bars  across  them.     They  cover  the  top  v/ith  an  old  piece  of  sheet  iron  and  under- 
neath they  "build  a  wood  fire.     Then  they  set  a  work  table  under  a  shade  tree  near 
the  furnace  and  bring  out  some  chairs  to  sit  in  while  they  prepare  the  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

Some  women  in  Louisiana  have  a  lend-and-borrow  plan  that  makes  them  more  than 
neighborly.    They  borrow  from  each  other  without  excuse  or  apology.     In  fact  they 
have  organized  the  borrowing  business  until  each  knows  just  what  the  other  has  and 
is  v/illing  to  lend.    When  they  want  to  know  where  they  can  get  something,  they 

simply  look  at  their  list.     "Let's  see  now   Oh  yes,  it's  Mrs.  Jordan  who  has 

that  nice  big  food  chopper"    Or  "I  certainly  could  use  Mrs.  Martin's  gallon- 
size  ice  cream  freezer  Sunday"    Or  Tommy,  go  down  to  Mrs.  Perry' s  and  ask  if 

Mother  can  borrow  her  pressure  cooker  tomorrow." 

If  somebody  gets  sick,  there  are  hot  water  bottles,  ice  caps  and  a  thermometer 
to  borrow.    In  case  of  accident,  there  are  bandages.     Incidentally,  the  women  them- 
selves made  the  bandages  from  old  bed  sheets.    They  took  the  sheets,  tore  them  into 
different  size  strips,  washed  them  and  boiled  them,  ironed  them  while  wet,  and 
sealed  them  in  sterilized  fruit  jars  and  coffee  cans. 

The  list  even  includes  a  portable  phonograph  with  eight  records  and,  of  all 
things,  a  cat!      The  cat  is  one  of  the  most  popular  items  because  it  is  death  on 
mice  and  rats,    A  volunteer  manager  for  the  lend-and-borrow  plan  coordinates  activi- 
ties and  keeps  a  few  notes  to  prevent  misunderstandings.     She  also  keeps  a  master 
list  of  available  items  and  adds  to  it  whenever  somebody  gets  something  new  she  is 
willing  to  lend. 

So  much  for  the  lend-and-borrow  club.    Women  very  often  get  together  and  buy 
household  supplies  to  save  money.    They  often  get  fruit  jars  together,  or  garden 
seed,  or  groceries.    Sometimes  they  get  a  service  of  some  kind.    Call  it  good  neigh- 
oring,  cooperation,  or  what  you  will.    A  lot  of  farm  families  are  working  together 
ese  days  to  solve  some  of  their  knottiest  problems.     They  say  they  enjoy  working 
ogether  too,  and  get  a  lot  more  done  than  if  they  'hoe  their  little  row'  alone. 
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